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TREND EVENTS 
Spring 2016 

 
 

IN THIS ISSUE 
 

This issue of Trend Events features information about our upcoming June event, 
introduces the Technocracy interns, provides information about the Technocracy 
concept and organization, and closes with Technocracy Now and Then. 
 
 

 

TECHNOCRACY IN ACTION 
 

Technocracy has many programs & projects underway! 

 Archival Program- taking all the historical documents - articles, 

correspondence, studies, maps etc., and digitizing them, creating an Index so 

those documents can be easily retrieved, disseminated, or studied. 

 Internship Program- Creating a Transition Plan - how can we get from the 

current system of governance and distribution to a Technocracy.  These 

interns are amazing and will be presenting the Outline of a Plan at the 

summer meeting. We are hoping that the Internship program will be able to 

continue for years to detail out the methods of Transition and 

Implementation of a Technocracy. 

 Website- updating our website so that it is attractive to an audience that has 

drive, knowledge, experience and education; 

      Other marketing, creating online classes, forums, and possibly more 

meetings that will attract people to Technocracy.  
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 Think Tank – a global resource think tank held at NASA; this forum 

discussed Technocracy’s relevance to today’s world, how we could implement 

changes that would lead toward a Technocratic governance, sustainability 

issues, and other global concerns. 

 Summer Meeting - Technocrats and interested persons from across North 

America shall converge upon Bellingham, Washington from June 10-12 for 

the 2016 Summer Meeting

THE FACES OF THE INTERNSHIP PROGRAM 
 

Technocracy has three new interns who have met at CHQ bi-weekly to develop a 

transition plan for Technocracy. 

 

 

Shamania T.N. James 
is a Lummi native student currently 

working towards a degree in cell 

biology.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In her community, she is part of the 

House of Tears Carvers- a non-profit 

cultural artistry group that creates coast 

Salish style totems to bring public 

awareness to a variety of environmental 

and social causes. 

In 2014, she collected data and 

performed lab analysis of field samples 

as an intern for the on-going State of the 

Bay project under the guidance of Dr. 

Robin Kodner (WWU) and Jeff 

Campbell (NWIC). Her primary 

interests are in human longevity research 

and its inevitable convergence with 

sustainable systems. In her free time, she 

enjoys building/taking apart electronics, 

and playing music. 
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Toby Rose is a senior student at 

Western Washington University, earning a 

degree in Politics/Philosophy/ 

Economics (PPE). He is interested in 

pursuing a career in Economic & 

Community Development. Toby is in the 

process of joining the Peace Corps so that 

he can work with young people 

throughout the world. 

Born and raised in London, Toby has 

been lucky enough to explore the world, 

visiting places such as Turkey, Spain, and 

France. He hopes to continue traveling to 

gain an understanding of different 

cultures. Toby greatly values equal 

opportunity for all people, and hopes to 

choose a life and career where he can 

prioritize this ideal. A passion for working 

with young people has led Toby to tutor, 

mentor, and teach students.  

 

 

Wyatt Catron is a freshman at 

Western Washington University. 

Wyatt competed in 4 years of 

competitive policy debate in the state of 

Montana as well as on the national 

circuit. This experience has propelled 

him into the area of societal reform with 

an emphasis in sustainability and 

efficiency.  Wyatt hopes to finish a 

degree in electrical engineering with a 

minor in energy policy so that he can 

work to create and implement better 

energy practices. In his free time, he is 

an outdoor recreation enthusiast who 

loves photography.  
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NEWS 
 

UPDATE ON SOLAR INNOVATION 
 

By Justin Lazzara 
 

New Level of Efficiency 

Solar cell research made a breakthrough in 

efficiency. Government funded research 

done by University of New South Wales in 

Australia boosted efficiency to 34.5%.  

UNSW used a 28-cm2 four-junction mini-

module – embedded in a prism – that 

extracts the maximum energy from 

sunlight. 

 The previous record was held by Alta 

Devices of the USA, which reached 24% 

efficiency, but over a larger surface area of 

800-cm2.  The theoretical limit for such a 

four-junction device is thought to be 53%, 

which puts the UNSW result two-thirds of 

the way there. 

 

Figure 1 A diagram of the spectrum-
splitting, four-junction mini-module 
(photo credit: UNSW) 

 Right now the technology is perfect for 

large scale infrastructure use. But cheaper 

manufacturing methods need to be 

developed to make it priced competitively 

for small scale applications. 

 

Rain Powered Solar Panels 

On another front in China.  The all-weather 

solar panels have a top layer made from 

"electron-enriched graphene" that reacts 

with ions in the rain to generate energy.  

The technology is in its infancy with a lot 

less efficiency then the top solar panels. The 

rain panels convert about 6.5 percent of the 

energy they receive; the world's best solar 

panels can convert up to 22.5 per cent. The 

all-weather solar panels would be perfect 

for a place like the United Kingdom where 

on average it rains about 42 percent of the 

year. 

 

Musk vs Buffet 

 In the battle ground state of Nevada 

Musk recently lost some momentum with 

Buffett's Berkshire Hathaway acquired NV 

Energy in 2013 and is pitching the state of 

Nevada on reducing utility costs by building 

larger plants with larger solar arrays. 

Meanwhile, Musk's Solar City started sales 

of rooftop panels in 2014, though that 

effort has been stymied – to NV Energy's 
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benefit – by the state's decision late last year 

to boost rates and reduce subsidies for 

rooftop solar installations.  Musk is already 

invested in Nevada with it Giga factory 

making batteries for Tesla which the state 

of Nevada gave generous incentives for 

taking it away from California. 

On a separate front Musk looks to boost 

Tesla sales in China, his fastest-growing 

competitor in the electric-vehicle market is 

China-based BYD, which last year more 

than doubled its global plug-in sales to 

almost 62,000 vehicles. As a side note 

BYD's shareholders include Warren 

Buffett. 

Sources 

http://newsroom.unsw.edu.au/news/science-tech/milestone-

solar-cell-efficiency-unsw-engineers 

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/technology/2016/04/11/solar-

cell-generates-power-from-rain-could-solve-britains-energy/ 

http://www.autoblog.com/2016/05/27/musk-buffett-battle-

royale-nevada-utilitie

 

 

 

 

 

INFORMATION ABOUT TECHNOCRACY 
 
 
It is possible with North America’s present 

resources, technology, and knowledge to 

give to every inhabitant of this Continent a 

standard of living that would provide the 

basics; food, shelter, clothing, education, 

health care, etc. As well as a more 

productive work life, instead of working 40 

years hoping to save enough with which to 

retire and THEN enjoy life, a Technate 

would allow freedom of choice, of 

professions, of education choices, and the 

time to enjoy life during life. 

This abundant standard of living can be 

attained only with less, rather than more, 

labor; for this can be produced only 

through employment of technological 

processes as efficient as possible.  There is 

no virtue in human labor just to have 

human labor.  The problem that seems to 

come up when technology is mentioned is 

that “It is taking over our jobs!” 

Wouldn’t it be nice if it did, and the 

abundance, environmental sustainability, 

were there not to take away jobs, but to 

create more leisure time for all? 

American technological achievement must 

be accomplished with minimum wastage 

of non-replaceable resources; and it can be 

done only by organizing a system of 

distribution expressly designed to meet the 

requirements of America’s high-energy 

civilization, this system is based upon the 

earlier work of The Technical Alliance. 

 

Figure 2 Technocracy founder Howard Scott (left) 

http://newsroom.unsw.edu.au/news/science-tech/milestone-solar-cell-efficiency-unsw-engineers
http://newsroom.unsw.edu.au/news/science-tech/milestone-solar-cell-efficiency-unsw-engineers
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/technology/2016/04/11/solar-cell-generates-power-from-rain-could-solve-britains-energy/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/technology/2016/04/11/solar-cell-generates-power-from-rain-could-solve-britains-energy/
http://www.autoblog.com/2016/05/27/musk-buffett-battle-royale-nevada-utilitie
http://www.autoblog.com/2016/05/27/musk-buffett-battle-royale-nevada-utilitie
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Technocracy noted that rising automation 

using technology would reduce the amount 

of labor required to produce.  This would, 

lead to unemployment in a Price System.  

This is well documented in Technocracy’s 

Man-hours and Distribution publication. 

 

 

Figure 3 Decreasing man-hours 

Technocracy found a way to overcome the 

cyclical boom and bust economic cycles 

while at the same time sustainably providing 

steady employment and a high standard of 

living.  

Technocracy proposed a system of energy 

accounting and allocation, where each 

person would receive an equal share of the 

energy that could be produced sustainably in 

North and Central America.  

 

 

 

Each person would be issued energy 

certificates (This idea was created in the 1930’s and 

is what our current credit cards utilize) that could 

then be used to procure what the holder 

desired. 

 

Figure 4 Energy certificate card 

Technocracy’s design was intended to be 

self-executing. There would be no economic 

crimes in a Technate, because energy 

certificates could not be stolen, swindled or 

hoarded. Technocracy’s proposed Technate 

would indeed be a technological solution to 

many economic, social and sustainability 

problems. 

See example below:  

 

Figure 5 Effectiveness of technological solutions 
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THE TECHNICAL ALLIANCE 
 
 

The name ‘Technical Alliance’ refers to an 

early technocratic organization formed in 

1920.  The members published a 

pamphlet which outlined their goals:   

 To Uncover waste in industry 

 To estimate the resources needed 

for a given standard 

 Show the workings of the present 

system in a graphic form 

 Work on a coordinated design for 

production and distribution 

The Technical Alliance offered applied 

engineering services and to act as a 

consulting firm.  They provided numerous 

report for different companies.   

The main focus of the Alliance was the 

energy surveying of North America. 

Howard Scott was its chief engineer and 

Sullivan Jones its secretary.  Other 

members included renowned scientists, 

doctors, educators, architects, and 

statisticians. 

The Technical Alliance had some 

problems in the 1920’s, yet Howard Scott 

continued his work on the energy survey 

and The Technical Alliance was reformed 

in 1931-32 with the aid of M. King 

Hubbert and many other members. 

The Technical Alliance formed 

Technocracy Incorporated in 1933 to 

begin a research and education program to 

allow all citizens to see that there was a 

better way for production and distribution 

that would provide less waste, more 

sustainable practices, and a better 

standard of living.  

The members of the Technical Alliance 

foresaw the changes that technology 

would make in the employment / 

manufacturing world and wanted to make 

adjustments prior to mass unemployment 

and a dependency on a debt based 

economy. 

 

Members of the Technical Alliance included: 

Howard Scott    Frederick L. Ackerman 

Carl C. Alsberg    Alice Barrows   

Allen Carpenter   Stuart Chase  

L.K. Comstock    Bassett Jones  

Robert H. Kohn   Benton Mackaye 

Leland Olds    Charles P. Steinmetz          

Richard C. Tolman   John C. Vaughan          

Thorstein Veblen   Charles H. Whitaker 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frederick_L._Ackerman
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Carl_C._Alsberg&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alice_Barrows
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Allen_Carpenter&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stuart_Chase
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=L.K._Comstock&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Bassett_Jones&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Robert_H._Kohn&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Benton_MacKaye
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leland_Olds
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_Proteus_Steinmetz
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Richard_C._Tolman
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=John_C._Vaughan&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thorstein_Veblen
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Charles_H._Whitaker&action=edit&redlink=1
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TECHNOCRACY NOW AND THEN 
 

Over the years, Technocracy has held 

many activities and involved tens of 

thousands of people. 

Can you recognize any of the faces, 

places or events below. Write us if you 

can!   
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TECHNOCRACY ONLINE 
 

Visit the Technocracy Inc. official site 
for further news and updates.  
http://www.technocracyinc.org 
 

Technocracy has a CHQ-sanctioned 
Facebook Group. A goal is to provide a 
peaceful, harassment-free zone where 

people interested in Technocracy can 
discuss issues of interest. Opinions there 
are those of the writers and are not 
necessarily those of Technocracy Inc. The 

Technocracy Discussion and News group is at:  
https://www.facebook.com/groups/161954462162412
5/ 

Technocracy, Inc. has an official Facebook 
organizational page at: 
https://www.facebook.com/technocracyinc.scott?fref=ts 

http://www.technocracyinc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1619544621624125/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1619544621624125/
https://www.facebook.com/technocracyinc.scott?fref=ts
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Ferndale, WA  98248                                              E-Mail Subscriptions available 

www.Technocracyinc.org  
  

Ron Miller, Contributing Editor. Trend Events provides critical commentary on cited articles. The 
commentary does not necessarily represent the opinions or contents of those articles. 

 

 
 

 

Technocracy, Inc. 

2475 Harksell Rd 

Ferndale, WA  98248 

USA 

 

 

http://www.technocracyinc.org/

